


Hugh Gibson R i c h a r d s  

Hugh Gibson R i c h a r d s  was b o r n  August  20,  1839 n e a r  S p r i n g f i e l d , H c -  
Coupin County ,  I l l i n o i s .  H e  was b r o u g h t  t o  Andrew County ,  M i s s o u r i  
when a b o u t  two y e a r s  o l d  by h i s  p a r e n t s  C a l i b  D .  R i c h a r d s  and Nancy Gib- 
s o n  R i c h a r d s .  

H e  l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e  was twenty  y e a r s  o l d .  H e  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a g e  of twenty-two y e a r s  and t h e n  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  Union Army a t  
K n o x v i l l e ,  Iowa.  

H i s  u n i t  f o u g h t  t h e  war i n  and a round  t h e  area on e a c h  s i d e  of  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  f rom C a i r o ,  I l l i n o i s  t o  V icksburg ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  and 
a l s o  i n  Arkansas  a round  He lena  and on t o  L i t t l e  Rock and t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  

H e  was m u s t e r e d  o u t  of t h e  Army a t  F t .  G ibson ,  Che rokse  N a t i o n ,  
Oklahoma on November 2 ,  1865 and t h e n  t h e  u n i t  r e t u r n e d  t o  Davenpor t  where  
h e  and t h e  o t h e r  men were  d i s b a n d e d  on November 16 ,  1865 . F r o n  t h e r e  h e  
went  b a c k  t o  Nodaway County n e a r  G u i l f o r d  where  h i s  f a t h e r  had  improved a  
farm. 

He m a r r i e d  B d e l i n e  Maria G i l l m o r e  November 23,  1865 ( I  wonder i f  h e  
met h e r  i n  K n o x v i l l e ,  Iowa as t h e  G i l l m o r e ' s  l i v e d  i n  Iowa b e f o r e  coming 
t o  Nodaway County i n  1865.  ) 

The young R i c h a r d s  moved t o  Gen t ry  County soon a f t e r  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  
and was t h e r e  when M i l t o n  Sherman R i c h a r d s  was b o r n  September  23 ,1866 ,  
Edmund Gran t  R i c h a r d s  was b o r n  Februa ry  1 5 ,  1868 and A l i c e  Ann R i c h a r d s  was 
b o r n  J a n u a r y  20 ,  1870.  They a l s o  l i v e d  i n  Gen t ry  County f rom 1887 t o  1888.  

Whi l e  i n  Gen t ry  County i n  1870 a  t r e e  f e l l  on Hugh Gibson R i c h a r d s  and 
i t  b r o k e  b o t h  bones  i n  h i s  r i g h t  l e g  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i s  b e i n g  p e r m a n e n t l y  
c r i p p l e d .  

The second  t i m e  t h e y  l i v e d  i n  S t a n b u r y ,  Gen t ry  County , M i s s o u r i  and i t  
i s  s a i d  h e  r a n  a m e r c a n t i l e  s t o r e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a n o t h e r  man. The 
o t h e r  man m i s a p p r o p r i a t e  money and Hugh Gibson f o r c e d  him t o  buy h im 
o u t  t o  a v o i d  p r o s e c u t i o n  and t h e r e  t h e y  moved back  t o  Nodaway County .  

When t h e y  moved b a c k  t o  Nodaway County t h e y  bough t  t h e  R i c h a r d s  home 
p l a c e  f rom h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  James G i l l m o r e .  

James G i l l m o r e  had bough t  t h e  f a rm f rom C a l i b  D .  R i c h a r d s ,  Hugh 's  
f a t h e r .  

The rest  of  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were  b o r n  on t h e  home p l a c e ,  Laura  Min- 
e r v a  on May 22 ,  1871,  Emma Edna on J a n u a r y  7 ,  1875 and Nancy on May 2 2 ,  1880 

Every t h i n g  went  w e l l  u n t i l  A d e l i n e  Mar i a  R i c h a r d s  d i e d  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1899.  
Emma Edna wen t  t o  work i n  S t .  J o s e p h  M i s s o u r i  and t h e r e  c o n t r a c t e d  

t u b e r c u l o s i s .  She came home and d i e d  on August  31 ,  1901.  
P e o p l e  d i d n ' t  know a b o u t  n u t r i t i o n  and s a n i t a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  s o  

n e x t  Nancy came down w i t h  T. B.  and d i e d  on J u l y  8 ,  1904 and y e t  a t h i r d  
d a u g h t e r  Laura  Minerva  came down w i t h  T.B. and d i e d  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1905.  

IIugh Gibson R i c h a r d s  d i e d  March 27,  1913.  H e  had been  p e n s i o n e d  a s  a  
Union army v e t e r a n  f o r  many y e a r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  h i s  d e a t h .  


